
 
 
 

David Katz Bio 

David has been named one of the world’s most compassionate entrepreneurs by Salt 

magazine. He is the recipient of the United Nations Lighthouse award for Planetary 

Health, recipient of the Paris Climate Conference Sustainia community award, recipient 

of the Earnst and Young Lifetime Achievement award, is the Past President of the 

Vancouver Chapter of the Entrepreneurs’ Organization (EO), and named the 

Entrepreneur Organizations, Global Citizen. 

 

David is the founder and CEO of The Plastic Bank, an internationally recognized solution 

to ocean plastic. The Plastic Bank is a global network of micro recycling markets that 

empower the poor to transcend poverty by cleaning the environment. The Plastic Bank 

is an eco-system that provides an opportunity for the world to collect and trade plastic 

waste as a currency. Global partners include IBM, Shell Energy, SC Johnson, Aldi, Henkel 

and more. 

 

His humanitarian work has earned him international recognition. David has been 

featured in hundreds of international news and investigative articles, including Forbes, 

Time Magazine, Fast Company, Business Week, and National Geographic. David can be 

found at TED.com, is featured in an award-winning documentary and starred in an 

international reality television show. 

 

David is a steward of the earth and a champion for the poor.  

 

About Plastic Bank 

Plastic Bank® empowers the regenerative society. We are helping the world 

stop ocean plastic while improving the lives of collector communities. Plastic 

Bank builds ethical recycling ecosystems in coastal communities and 

reprocesses the materials for reintroduction into the global manufacturing 

supply chain. Collectors receive a premium for the materials they collect 

which helps them provide basic family necessities such as groceries, cooking 

fuel, school tuition, and health insurance. Plastic Bank’s certified blockchain 

platform secures the entire transaction and provides real-time data 

visualization – allowing for transparency, traceability, and rapid scalability. 

The collected material is reborn as Social Plastic® which can be easily 

reintegrated into products and packaging as part of a closed-loop supply 

chain. Plastic Bank currently operates in Haiti, Brazil, Indonesia, the Philippines, 

and Egypt. Learn more at plasticbank.com. 


